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CLAIMS. 

1. An apparatus processing at least one object surface, comprising a first 
intake to admit objects from a feeder and designed to contain a plurality of such objectis, 
further including at least one operational track fitted vsdth an entry receiving objects from 
the first intake of said apparatus, each operational track including at least one work 
station able to process a surface of said object, said apparatus being 

characterized 

in that it comprises a second intake distinct fi-om the first intake to receive objects fed 
individually by a user of said apparatus, each operational track being designed to receive 
objects through said second apparatus intake. 

2. Processing apparatus as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that it 
includes a single operational track fitted with a sequence of work stations. 

3. Processing apparatus as claimed in either of claims 1 and 2, characterized 
in that the processing by at least one work station is pre-allowed or pre-inhibited by a 
program. 

4. Processing apparatus as claimed in one of claims 1 through 3, 
characterized in that the first and second apparatus intakes are configured on each side of 
the operational track, the apparatus being fitted with guide means to guide an object 
introduced into the apparatus through its second intake to the entry of the operational 
track. 
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5. Processing apparatus as claimed in claim 4, characterized in that because 
the operational track is fitted with drive means moving the objects from said operational 
track's entry to its exit, said drive means also can be configured in a reverse operating 
mode wherein they allow moving the objects from the tmck's exit toward its entry and in 
that the second apparatus intake is configured opposite said operatipnal track exit, the 
drive means being constituted by said drive means configured in the reverse opeirational 
mode. 

6. Processing apparatus as claimed in one of claims 1 through 5, 
characterized in that the feeder is fitted with a first wall for the purpose of precluding 
displacement of the objects contained in it in a first direction, fiirther with a second wall 
to preclude a motion of said objects in a second direction perpendicular to the first 
direction, the first and second walls having ends apart by an aperture that shall be 
crossed by an object, at least part of said second feeder wall being cfisplaceable, the 
processing apparatus being fitted with displacing means to guide displacing said second 
walPs displaceable part to allow adjusting the magnitude of said aperture. 

7. Processing apparatus as claimed in one of claims 1 through 5, 
characterized in that the feeder is fitted widi a first wall precluding object displacement in 
a first direction of said objects being contained in the feedier and being fitted with a 
second wall precluding said objects being moved in a second direction perpendicular to 
the first direction, the first and second walls having ends that are separated by an aperture 
to be crossed by an object, the feeder comprises a slider able to move along the second 



PACE 8/9 " RCVD AT 1/2W2008 3:45:36 P M gaste m Standard Timel * S VR :USPTO -E FXRF-g/31 * PNIS:2y3g300 " 0810:70 3 5185499 " DURA TION (mfn-ss):01-4g 



01^28/2008 MON 15:46 FAX 7035185499 — — PTO Centr&l fax (21009/009 
4444-044 Page 3 of 3 

wall in the first direction when acted on by a spring force or the like, the objects 
contained in the feeder being schediiled to be configured between said slider and the first 
wall, the feeder moreoveir comprising regulating means to keep substantially constant the 
force applied to that object in the feeder which is nearest the first wall. 

8, Apparatus as claimed in claim 7, characterized in that the regulating 
means include a spring which is configured parallel to the second direction and is hnked 
to a first and to a second articulation that are respectively configured between a first and 
second rod, on one hand, and a third and a fourth rod on the other hand, ends of the first 
and second rods being connected by pivot elements to first and second slide channels 
fitted into the feeder and the slider, ends of the third and fourth rods being linked by 
pivot elements to stationary affixation sites fitted into the feeder and the slider. 

9. Processing apparatus as claimed in one of ♦ claims 1 through 5, 
characterized in that besides the feeder being fitted with a first wall precluding 
displacement in a first direction of the objects contained in the feeder, said apparatus also 
includes deflecting means displacing in the first direction that of the objects in the feeder 
which is nearest the first wall in order to move said nearest object firom said first wall ui 
order to implement between said object and said first wall a storage space able to 
receive at least partly an object firom the operational track. 
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